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TWENTY CANDIDATES remain 
in the fray for the upcoming Anta 
bypoll in Baran, with election au 
thorities rejecting one nomina 
tion, officials said on Thursday. 

A total of21 candidates had 
filed nominations for the bypoll. 
Duringthe scrutiny of the papers 
on Thursday, the nomination of 
Urmila Jain was rejected. 

She is the wife of the 
Congress candidate from the 
seat, Pramod Jain Bhaya. 

The last date for withdrawal 
ofnominations is October 27, af 
ter which the final list of candi 
dates will be published. 

Polling for the seat is sched 
uled for November 11, while 
counting will take place on 
November 14. 

The bypol was necessitated 
after former BJP MLA Kanwarlal 
Meena was disqualified for al 
legedly threatening a sub-divi 
sional magistrate with apistol. 

Meanwhile, Kanwarlal 
Meena, who is undergoing a 
three-year incarceration in 
Jhalawar jail for pointing a pistol 
atacivil servant 20 years ago, has 
sustaineda spinal fracture after 
he slipped in the prison bath 
room, an official said. 

The prison's jailor, Nandram, 
said the incident occurred on 
Wednesdayevening, and the in 
mate was rushed to the govern 
ment medical college and hos 
pital in Jhalawar. 

Its dean, Dr Sanjay Porwal, 
said Meena was admitted to the 
hospital on Wednesday night 
and he has sustained a spinal 
fracture. 

When contacted, Jhalawar 
jail's deputy superintendent 
Niranjan Sharma avoided speak 
ing on thematter, saying he was 
busy. 
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ANTA BYPOLLS 

21 candidates from 

BJP, Cong & others 
file 32 nominations 

Morpal Suman, former BJP MLA Ramphal Meghwal, and Pramod 
Jain Bhaya. 

First India Bureau 

Baran 

The Anta assembly by 
poll in Baran has turned 
into a multi-cornered 
contest with 21 candi 
dates filing 32 nomin�-
tions so far, including 
from BJP, Congress Can-
didates and several inde-
pendents. The BJP is 

banking on Naresh Mee-
na factor to tilt the scales 
in its favour even as in 
ternal dissent threatens to 
impact its prospects. 

BJP has fielded Mor-
pal Suman as its official 
candidate. Party leaders, 
including state president 
Madan Rathore and for 
mer president Satish 
Poonia, have described 
him as a clean, grassroots 
worker with a simple im-
age, and expressed confi-
dence in his win. 

However, former BJP 
MLA Ramphal Meghwal 

has decided to enter the 
fray as an independent, 
accusing the party of 
sidelining him. He filed a 
nomination as an inde-
pendent candidate. 

MEENA TO CONTEST 
AS SOLO CANDIDATE 

Meena is contest 
ing again from Anta 
as an independent 

candidate, along with his 
wife Sunita Meena, who has 
also filed her nomination as 
an independent. From the 
Congress, former minister 
Pramod Jain Bhaya has 
filed a nomination. His wife, 
urmila Jain Bhay.a has also 
filed nominations. The last 
date for withdrawal is Octo 
ber 27, and poling will be 
held on November 11. Elec 

tion officials, including Gen 
eral Observer Subhashree 
Nanda, havê reviewed 
preparations to ensure free. 
iair and inclusive poling. 

pressed confidence that 
Meghwal will be con 
vinced to withdraw the 
nomination. However, he 
said, disciplinary action 
will be taken if he refuses 

to withdraw. 
BJP leaders claim the 

situation is similar to the 
Deoli-Uniara bypoll, 
where the presence of in 
dependent leader Naresh 
Meena had indirectly 

Madan Rathore ex- benefited the BJP. 
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